
What YOU Can Expect From 
                  THE NEW AND IMPROVED NSAI WEBSITE!

MEMBER PROFILE PAGES
We are creating a community of our songwriter 
members. You will have the ability to create your very 
own member profile page complete with a headshot, 
bio, a couple of your original songs and the ability for 
other members to comment and communicate with 
you. Additionally, your NSAI accolades will be listed 
on your page for everyone to see.

1 2 SEARCHABLE MEMBER DATABASE
With the addition of the member profile pages comes an even 
more exciting feature. For the first time, you will have the ability 
to search our member database to find other members you 
may have an interest in connecting with. Imagine being able to 
find a co-writer in your own hometown area who is primarily a 
lyricist and plays guitar from the comfort of your own home…no 
need to imagine, we’re making it a reality!

3 BLOG
For the first time in NSAI history, we are introducing a 
BLOG! You will experience weekly articles from some 
of the top songwriters and executives in the business. 
This BLOG will give us the chance to provide you with 
constant new free content that is sure to inspire and 
improve your songwriting.

4 BECOME AN NSAI CERTIFIED SONGWRITER
We have created a special online certification program for NSAI 
members. Simply log-on, watch the educational videos or read 
the instructional materials for a lesson, take the accompanying 
quizzes and become NSAI CERTIFIED! That designation will be 
noted on your Member Profile Page, on your membership card 
and you will receive an authentic certificate in the mail. This lets 
people know that you’ve done your homework and you know 
about the business and etiquette of songwriting.

I Know What You’re Thinking… 
…this new website sounds awesome! I’ve been waiting for NSAI to modernize its online presence for a while now…but what’s it gonna cost 
me?That’s a great question. For the first time in 10 years, NSAI membership dues are increasing moderately to $200 per year. We will also be 
offering a monthly subscription payment for $20 a month for a one-year commitment. NSAI membership is a great value for any songwriter 
given all the benefits you get with your membership. We want to keep your costs low and keep your membership inclusive of many ser-
vices. No one understands the strains on a songwriter’s pocketbook more than we do and we’re not looking to make money…we’re a not-
for-profit organization. That’s why NSAI subsidizes more than half of your membership cost through corporate sponsorships and fundraising.

We Are Investing In Your Hometown
Our Regional Chapters worldwide are one of the most valuable member benefits we offer. 2015 will see us investing in them like never be-
fore. For starters, we are ramping up our annual Coordinator Training in March next year to provide a maximum amount of resources to the 
chapter coordinators. We will provide invaluable, intensive training to send your coordinators back to you refreshed, rejuvenated and full 
of educational information to pass along. They will be ready to EARN your participation by providing the highest-quality programming pos-
sible. We have also revamped our internal structure of oversight on the Regional Chapters by dedicating 6 staff members (instead of just 1) 
who will be working with chapters to provide more personal attention and support. Our goal is to provide an environment where a sense of 
community is felt and camaraderie is developed among members over time. Finally, we are taking our show on the road. Throughout 2015 
NSAI Staff and special guests will be traveling to a location near you to provide educational seminars and connect with our members.  
We look forward to seeing you in your hometown!
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2015 AT A GLANCE  Mark your calendar NOW for events happening in Nashville and in your area! 

Jan.1-New Year’s Day 
Jan. 6-Online Pitch
Jan. 19-Online Pitch
Jan. 21-Wednesday with a Pro

April 7-Online Pitch 
April 21-Online Pitch 

July 7-Online Pitch 
July 21-Online Pitch 
July 24-26-Song Camp

May 5-Online Pitch 
May 19-Online Pitch 
May 25-Memorial Day

August 4-Online Pitch 
August 18-Online Pitch

Nov. 3-Online pitch 
Nov. 7-Frank Brown Festival/
Pensacola,FL 
Nov. 17-Online Pitch 
Nov. 26-27-Thanksgiving 

June 2-Online Pitch
June 23-Online Pitch

Sept.1-Song Contest, Online Pitch 
Sep. 7-Labor Day 
Sept. 12-Los Angeles/San Diego,CA 
Event 
Sept. 22-Online Pitch 
Sept. 25-27-Advanced Song Camp

Dec.1-Online Pitch
Dec.24-Christmas Eve
Dec.25-Christmas Day

Oct. 6-Online Pitch 
Oct. 20-Online Pitch 

Feb. 2-Online Pitch
Feb.16-President’s Day  
Feb. 16-Online Pitch 
Feb. 18-Wednesday with a Pro 
Feb. 18-Folk Alliance/Kansas City,MO 

March 3-Online Pitch 
March 17-Online Pitch
March 25-26-Coordinator Training
March 27-28-Spring Training

*More events to be announced as determined

For $200 yearly: 
*one-time signup fee of $25

Open Market Price: 
compared to...

12 Song Evaluations 

2 one-hour career mentoring sessions 

regular Pitch opportunities in Nashville

2 Online Pitch Opportunities

Writers Rooms in Nashville

pLUS, MEMBER discounts FROM OUR SPONSORS AND a full-time staff dedicated to your needs as a member! 
*Check out our website often to find exceptional discounts and deals for NSAI members from our sponsors! 

$25-$50 per song=$300-$600 

$100-$150 per session=$200-$300 

 $100-$150 per session 

$100-$150 per session=$200-$300 

$30-$65/3 hour session 

That’s over $1000 value for $200 annually!

Valuing Your Membership



“I am America’s smallest small business. I sit down and make stuff up. 
I do not succeed if my songs are not recorded, sold and played and 
when I do get paid I pay self-employment income tax. With the money 
that remains I raise babies. I buy bread, gasoline, anniversary flowers, 
cough medicine, braces and guitar strings. I can make you laugh or 
cry. I can make you do both inside the same three minute story. That is 
the power of music and it all begins with a song.”  
          -Lee Thomas Miller, excerpt from testimony

Protecting copyright 
ON CAPIToL HILL

The Nashville Songwriters Association (NSAI) was in Washington, D.C., in May for an important hearing held by the House Judiciary Commit-
tee (Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property and the Internet) on music licensing.  NSAI President Lee Thomas Miller testified on 
behalf of American songwriters.  He covered the devastation brought by Internet music piracy and the micro-penny rates paid by certain 
streaming music services including Pandora. This was one of several trips NSAI and professional songwriters took in 2014 holding many 
individual appointments with Members of Congress to discuss the issues and support of THE SONGWRITER EQUITY ACT.



breaking
                 into song!

At NSAI, we value the community songwriters must have to flourish and 
find their voice. Breaking into the business is a journey like none other 
but worthwhile to experience with others. We reached out to up-and-
coming names that you need to know, and they shared how NSAI has 
played a major role in their career goals and aspirations. Pro songwrit-
ers weigh in on the future of their rights, tips and advice and their most 
memorable writing moments. We hope you are encouraged to write on 
and be the best songwriter you can be! 

“90% of songwriting is mysterious.  
Move into the mystery.” 

- Rick Beresford 



”
“I first heard about NSAI from a songwriting friend of mine. He encouraged me to join and become as active as possi-
ble. Once I went to the website, I couldn’t believe what I had found. If you’re a songwriter, NSAI is one of the first orga-
nizations you should join. For me, I started out submitting songs to the song evaluators. They provide feedback on your 
material with suggestions on how you can improve your craft. Eventually, I found myself attending the Spring Training 
Seminars.  Not only are these seminars jam packed with information, presentations by industry veterans and profession-
als, but they are a networking ground for finding great co-writers. The coolest thing about attending any NSAI event is 
that they are always attended by other people trying to do the same thing you are. For any writer that may live out of 
the Nashville area, it’s hard to find a place where you can go that there are like-minded people. NSAI is the answer. 
Not to mention they have the friendliest staff in the world, and they are all eager to help you.For any writer just getting 
started, I would recommend to join NSAI and attend any event you can. Make time for yourself to be able to attend. 
This is where you network, this is where you introduce yourself to people, this is where you find co-writers. When it comes 
to writing, write what you know and what you’ve experienced. Write what you need to say, and say it in your own way, 
in your own words. When you describe an experience, include descriptive details about it. We are all human and we all 
relate to the same things. When you’re sincere in your writing, people notice.”
-Blue Broussard, Beaumont, TX

what our members have to say“

”what the pros have to say“

“Co-writing is like going on a treasure hunt with your friends there to help you. It’s a whole lot more 
fun….and you’ve got a way better chance of finding what you’re looking for than you would alone. 
At NSAI everyone is looking for that same buried treasure that you are looking for….so they speak 
your language. I can’t think of a better place to meet co-writers.” 
-Troy Verges, “Wanted” (Hunter Hayes)

“It was only after I found my own unique voice as a writer that good things began to come my way. 
I stopped writing what I thought I should write, and began writing directly from my heart and experi-
ence. It broadened both my creative potential and my success as a writer in Nashville - it’s not writing 
fearlessly that is required, we all have fear. It’s writing with bravery in the face of fear... to bravely 
follow your own voice and instincts will unlock endless possibilities. I am always grateful to NSAI for its 
goodness” 
-Annie Mosher, “Goldfish,” (Alan Parsons)

“I’ve been an NSAI member for 4 years and it’s like a second home to me. The staff is AWESOME!! They always make 
me feel welcome and are so supportive!! NSAI has helped me develop in so many ways as a writer. I attended NSAI’s 
Advanced Song Camp when I was 11 years old. There I was introduced to co-writing and made friends with other 
great writers that I’m still writing with today! NSAI is awesome at helping writers connect with music industry professionals 
through their Pitch to Publisher nights and pro sessions. NSAI has helped my songs reach more people through the Pitch 
to Publisher Luncheon and NSAI’s Top 40 Page. It’s such an honor to have some of my songs get selected by industry 
professionals. I also love the feedback I get from the song evaluations. God sends the songs I write, and NSAI has helped 
my gift to grow. I’m so excited for what lies ahead on my music journey and I am so very thankful for NSAI’s support 
along the way.” 
-Kelsey Klingensmith, Moville, IA


